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1 . WHILE THE GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION TOOK STATESMAN-LIKE 
POSITIONS IN THE NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY REGARDING THE OUT- 
BREAK OF VIOLENCE IN THE NORTH AND CALLED FOR CALM, THE SIT- 
UATION IN THOSE AREAS REMAINED TENSE AND THERE HAS BEEN A 
STREAM OF UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF CONTINUING VIOLENCE. THE 
DEATH COUNT AS OF AUGUST 18 HAD RISEN TO FOURTEEN, EIGHT OF 
WHOM WERE TAMILS, SIX SINHALESE. 

2. SRI LANKA MILITARY SOURCES HAVE TOLD DEFENSE ATTACHE THAT 
TROUBLE CONTINUES IN ANURADHAPURA, MAT ATE. AND KANDY. ANOTHER 
SOURCE REPORTS THAT IN DANDY CURFEW WAS IMPOSED AT 1 100 TODAY, 
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AUGUST 19. REPORTEDLY "GANGS" OF SINHALESE HAVE BEEN ROAMING 
KANDY, ASSULTING TAMILS AND LOOTING TAMIL SHOPS. THE POLICE- 
MILITARY PRESENCE IN KANDY APPARENTLY IS INSUFFICIENT TO 
HANDLE THESE "GANGS" AND CONSEQUENTLY ARE NOT TAKING ACTION 
TO HALT THE VIOLENCE. CROWDS REPORTEDLY ARE IEERING AT THE 
SECURITY FORCES, AND VIOLENCE IS SPREADING TO OUTLYING AREAS 
OF KANDY. IAFFNA, WHERE THE TROUBLE STARTED, IS QUIET. AND 
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AT THE REQUEST OF THE LEADER OF THE TULF, A. AMIRTHALINGHAM, 

NO CURFEW IS IN EFFECT THERE. IN ADDITION TO KANDY. ACREAS 
NOW COVERED BY A CURFEW ARE THE ENTIRE NORTH CENTRAL PRO- 
VINCE; KURUNGELA AND MATALE DISTRICTS; AND PANADURA TOWN. 

3. AN INDICATION OF THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH THE GOVERN- 
MENT VIEWS THE SITUATION IS A REPORT THAT THE MINISTRY OF 
DENFESE HAS APPOINTED COORDINATING OFFICERS FOR SECURITY WITH 
RESPONSIBILITIES SIMILAR TO THOSE ASSIGNED TO OFFICERS DUR- 
ING THE 1971 INSURGENCY. THEY WILL HAVE COMPLETE RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR CORRDINATING ALL SECURITY MATTERS INTHEIR AREAS. 
MILITARY OFFICERS HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED COORDINATING RESPON- 
SIBILITIES IN KANDY, MATALE, ANURADHAPURA, POLONARUWA, AND 
KURUNEGALA AND A POLICE OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES IN JAFFNA. 

4. IN THE NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY AUGUST 18, OPPOSITION 

LEADER AMIRTHALINGHAM MOVED FOR ADJOURNMENT OF DEBATE ON THE 
GOVERNMENT'S POLICY STATEMENT IN ORDER TO DISCUSS THE SECURITY 
SITUATION. BOTH THE PRIME MINISTER AND AMIRTHALINGHAM STRESSED 
THAT THE CURRENT WAVE OF INCIDENTS ARE NEITHER COMMUNAL NOR 
POLITICAL. AMIRTHALINGHAM CHARACTERIZED THE JAFFNA INCIDENTS 
AS CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN POLICE AND CIVILIANS. AMIRTHE- 
LINGHAM ALSO CHARGED THE JAFFNA POLICE WITH NEGLIGENCE, DEMANDED 
THAT HIGH RANKING POLICE OFFICERS BE TRANSFERRED OUT OF JAFFNA, 

AND CALLED FOR AN IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATION. 
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5. PRIME MINISTER J.R. JAYEWARDENE CALLED FOR NATIONAL UNITY, 

SAYING THAT WHAT IS IMPORTANT AT THE MOMENT IS NOT WHAT CAUSED 
THE TROUBLES, BUT WHAT STEPS HAVE TO BE TAKEN TO RESTORE 
ORDER. HE SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN STEPS TO RETURN 
THE SITUATION TO NORMAL AND THAT HE IS APPOINTING AN IMPARTIAL 
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY TO ASCERTAIN THE CAUSE OF THE DIS- 
TURBANCES. THE PM ALSO APPEALED TO ALL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
NOT TO MAKE ANY STATEMENTS THAT MIGHT INFLAME COMMUNAL 
FEELINGS. 

6. ONE OF THE CONTRIBUTING FACTORS TO THE SPREAD OF VIOLENCE 
IN SRI LANKA IS RUMOR. IT SPREADS LIKE WILDFIRE. LEAVING IN 

ITS WAKE AN AIR OF UNCERTAINTY WHICH. WHEN COUPLED WITH A 
GENERAL DISTRUST OF PRESS REPORTS AND OFFICIAL STATEMENTS, 

MAKES FALLOW GROUND FOR AGITATORS. DESPITE PRONOUNCEMENTS 
THAT THE INCIDENTS ARE NON-COMMUNAL, WHAT PASSES FROM MOUTH 
TO EAR ARE REPORTS OF TAMILS VERSUS SINHALESE CONFRONTATIONS. 

THE POLICE HAVE WARNED THE PUBLIC AGAINST RUMOR MONGERS AND 
CLAIM TO HAVE ARRESTED SOME, BUT RUMORS ARE LIKELY TO CON- 
TINUE. ULTIMATELY, ONLY AN EFFECTIVE SECURITY FORCE ON THE 
GROUND WILL BRING THE SITUATION UNDER CONTROL. 

WRIGGINS 
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